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When I chose my texts for this project I knew I could be creating problems for myself.  I was amply
warned to choose texts that were from the same time period.  It was sound advice, and I probably
should have followed it.  Despite all of that good advice I still decided to choose texts from a time
period far before the time the poem was written and published, I chose the centuries in and around the
1930’s. However this really introduced a problem, my poem was written in the 1990’s; more
specifically the copyright is in 1998.

While putting my project together these time discrepancies didn’t really prove to be a problem.  In all
actuality my project jelled together pretty well.  All of my objects seemed to reflect exactly what I
wanted them to show and they worked together very well together.  Now that I’ve gotten to my final
project I seem to think that there could be a problem, but I’ve discovered that by connecting the 90’s
and 30’s I can show that like my texts, these centuries actually had quite a lot in common. 

I believe that my time problem isn’t all that complicated because each of my texts still reflect definite
ideas about history, especially related to work and class in both the 30’s and the 90’s.  By associating
my poem with the other objects and how they work together I believe they each have a very specific
message when it comes to historical content.  Each of my texts has many different references to
historical experiences and can in fact be supported by specific examples from history. 

The historical trends that I chose to work with had to deal with class divisions, money or salary
differences, and gender issues.  These things were all very relevant issues during the time periods in
and around the 1930’s and 1990’s.  This is the reason why I chose these issues.  They are very relevant
to the texts that I have chosen and the time periods they are from, but they are also very relevant in
current society, including the time in which “Counting Tips” was written, in 1998. 

I believe that all of my texts are very relevant when it comes to the subject of class divisions.  The
waitress photographs show images of the working class.  These images are very posed and ideal but
they still capture the everyday working class woman in the work place.  These images portraying an
idealized look at the working class lifestyle still do not measure up to the posh portrayal of upper class
life exhibited in the other champagne dinner photograph.

This photograph shows an upper class couple doing what it does best, spending money.  By sharing a
champagne dinner this couple is spending their leisure time expensively, something that the lower class
waitress could never afford to do. The thing that divides these two classes or photographs is money. 
The upper class couple has it while the working class waitress is just scraping by.  The buffalo nickel
text is used to represent money, the true divider when it comes to class divisions.

The final text that I used to look at class divisions was my poem itself.  “Counting Tips” proved to be
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an excellent starting point when looking at class divisions.  The poem contained an upper class couple,
a middle class boss, and a working class waitress.  Each class was represented and each class
commented on society’s view toward class divisions.  These views were addressed by showing how
the upper class couple asked for the waitress’s dismissal, the middle class boss cowered at the request
and promptly fired the working class waitress.  It shows how society believes that the upper class gets
whatever it wants, the middle class lurks in the middle trying to climb up the economic ladder, and
how the working class is just trying to get by, just trying to work.  

Class divisions were very relevant in the 1930’s.  It was very easy to see the difference between the
rich and the poor, the working class and the upper class.  It would be nice to think that the issue of
class divisions had dissolved by 1998, however it is just as relevant today as it was back during the
Great Depression.  The rich and famous have dominated American society for years.  It is a
well-known fact that having money and an upper class status can get you places the normal, every day
worker cannot go.  Examples such as the O.J. Simpson case in 1995, and even the more recent events
involving Robert Downey Jr. both show how upper class status can seem to get people out of the most
incredible situations. 

The second issue I addressed was money/salary differences.  It is a known fact that the upper class
makes more money then the lower class, but there are other issues that can be addressed as well.  As
mentioned before the photographs of the waitresses represent the working class, there were a lot of
outside issues that surrounded the working class in 1930.  The biggest thing that affected everyone was
the great depression.  The great depression rocked the economic world in the 30’s and it was people
like the waitresses who suffered the most.  Money and jobs were scarce, average wages fell sixteen
percent in two years (WBA 368).  This was a very big fall in percentage for the working class. While
work was scare, finding work as a woman was even harder because female unemployment rose by
leaps and bounds, and as unemployment rose wages decreased.  The average worker just wasn’t
making enough money, and no one could really get out of money troubles.

While the working class was just barely hanging on the upper class still had money during the great
depression.  Wealth held by the richest Americans in 1930 was a staggering forty-four percent (WBA
A22).  The upper class was still in control of the wealth of the world in 1930.  Just as these things were
problems in 1930 they were also brought up again in the 1990’s.  The wealth held by the richest
Americans in 1996 was 40 percent (WBA A22).  Only four percentage points separate these two
statistics that are in fact separated by over three and a half decades.  However the economics of the
1990’s were much better than that of the 1930’s, wages were raised and unions were revived.  The
joblessness rate was at four percent, the lowest level in three decades.  There was even a beneficial
impact on the lives of the poorest Americans.  Americans were beginning to find solutions to their
economic problems by 1998 (WBA 773).

The third issue that I addressed was the gender issue.  There are many differences between men and
women in the work force for both the 90’s and the 30’s. With female unemployment on the rise in the
30’s it was very hard for the average working class woman to find a job, let alone get decent wages. 
There was a lot of discrimination against the working class woman, especially against married women. 
Even when women had jobs they were still only paid half that of men, even when they did the same job
(WBA 373).  Despite these differences women were still lucky to be working.  The average working
class man had a lot going for them compared to the average woman, even during the great depression.
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This issue still persists today with working class America.  In a report from the World Class Region
Initiative entitled The State of Working Class Ohio, “Women still earn considerably less than men in
Ohio and in the nation.”  Also according to the report the gap between men and women’s wages has
narrowed, but that is because there has been a drop in men’s wages, not because women’s wages have
been raised.  In 1997 men made an average of $12.69 per hour while women were still wavering
around the $9.26 per hour range.  Men still make an average of thirty-seven percent above what
women earn (1).  

The poem was the only other thing that really commented on gender issues.  It was easy to see how
males filled all of the higher positions in the restaurant.  The businessman and the boss were both men,
while the working class waitress was a woman.  The most powerful people were men, while the
weakest in the group was a woman.  There were many other issues that could have connected my texts
with history, but I think that these three issues, class divisions, money/salary differences, and gender
issues, really brought my texts together well with history.
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