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STRIKE AT THORNTON FACTORY

WOMAN STONED DURING COMMOTION
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Underpaid march in protest as Irish immigrants take jobs

Yesterday at three 
o'clock in the after-
noon, a young wom-

an was hit by a stone when 
dissenting workers of Marl-
borough Mills marched on 
the front gates of the Thorn-
ton residence.

As the owner of the facto-
ry, Mr. John Thornton faced 
the angry crowd on Monday, 
where the atmosphere be-
came heated and the furious 
protesters began to make vio-
lent threats towards him.

"They made such a fiend-
ish noise," said Mr. Thornton. 
"They wouldn't stop yelling at 
me, trying to make me flinch. 
They were each urging each 
other on to some immediate 
act of personal violence. 

"It  was terrifying to be faced 
by such a strong presence of 
anger."

According to witnesses at 
the residence, the situation 
came to a head when a young 
woman came outside in an 
attempt to appease the angry 
rioters.

"We told the poor girl to 
stay upstairs with myself and 
Fanny, but she refused to 
follow us after she shut the 
windows. The next thing we 
knew she had rushed out of 
the room, down stairs, had 
thrown the door open wide, 
and was suddenly in the face 
of that angry sea of men," said 
Mrs. Thornton.

"Whatever possessed her 
to go outside and get in the 
middle of this nonsense is a 
mystery to me," she said.

"First, I saw a clog whizzing 
through the air towards us," 
said Thornton. "It missed, but 
immediately afterwards some-

one in the crowd threw a sharp 
pebble, hurting her."

The young woman has 
now been identified as Miss 
Margaret Hale, a newcomer 
to the Milton area. Sources 
close to her have reported that 
Mr. Thornton, a pupil of her 
father's, has become a close 
friend to the family. It was re-
ported that Miss Hale was at 
the Thornton residence yester-
day afternoon to ask assistance 
for her sickly mother.

Her father, Mr. Hale,  is a 
former clergyman and tutor 
in Milton. He is married to 
his wife, Mrs. Hale. An anon-
ymous source has reported 
that they may also have an 
older son.

Miss Hale has been un-
available for comment after 
fleeing the Thornton resi-
dence Monday evening.

Theft 
at 

Hillside 
factory

At Monday's strike at Marlborough Mills, a young woman was struck 
by stones when she tried to make peace with the crowd.

On Sunday morn-
ing, Henry Jackson 
discovered that his 

factory had been broken in 
to, and a substantial amount 
of product stolen from the 
warehouse.

In his report to the po-
lice, Jackson said that the 
assailants must have broken 
into the factory between the 
hours of one and six in the 
morning.

"I often stay up late into the 
night to work on my papers 
and whatnot," said Jackson. 
"By six I am awake and open-
ing the facory to prepare for 
the day's work."

When Jackson arrived at 
the factory Sunday morning 
he found seven windows 
smashed from the outside, 
with glass littering the floor 
of the factory. It appears that 
the perpetrators used rocks 
to break the glass.

The machines had been 
supposedly smashed by 
some implement — police 
suspect it was a hammer 
—and left scattered on the 
floor.

"When I arriv'd at work 
that day I reckon' someone 
must've been really angry 
with Mr. Jackson," said Tom-
my Flanders, an employee 
at the Hillside factory. "The 
factory wan a mess; I couldn' 
help but step on all the mess 
on the floor, and Mr. Jackson 
told us we wan' gon work that 
day until the police got there 
to investigate."

While waiting for the po-
lice to arrive, Mr. Jackson 
also noticed that the lock 
on the warehouse door had 
been destroyed, and  dis-
covered that thirty crates of 
product had been opened, 
and the contents removed 

Record high 
for immigration 

to the north
Immigration to the 

northern regions of 
England has increased 

by 14 percent in the past 
year, reports say.

With the onset of large 
industrial productivity in the 
north, experts suspect that 
many families and individu-
als are moving north to find 
new possibilities for wealth.

"In Milton you can be-
come a self-made man," Mr. 
James Hilbury said.  "My 
good friend, John, did just 
that, and now he is one of 
the most successful busi-
nessmen in Milton."

"I am proud of belonging 
to a town — or perhaps I 
should rather say a district 
— the necessities of which 
give birth to such gran-
deur of conception," John 
Thornton said, owner of 
Marlborough Mills.

"Seventy years ago, raw, 
crude materials came to-
gether; men of the same 
level, as regarded education 
and station, took suddenly 
the different positions of 
master and men. The rapid 
development of what might 

be called a new trade, gave 
those early masters enor-
mous power of wealth and 
command," Thornton ex-
plained.

Not everyone, however, 
has founded their migration 
north on the basis of possi-
bilities for industrial wealth.

"I left the south and moved 
to Milton because there were 
opportunities to help the un-
derprivileged," stated Mr. 
Hale, a recent newcomer to 
the Milton area.

"Here, I have the oppor-
tunity to teach the unedu-
cated not only literacy, but 
about scripture and verse as 
well," Hale said.

"For the young lads here, 
they are at the age where 
boys in other areas would 
be at school, but in Milton, 
to make a young lad into a 
good tradesman, he must be 
taught young," Hale contin-
ued. "It is apparent that the 
boys here lack education.

"My family and I certainly 
notice differences between 
our town in the south and 

Fluff Problem 
Worsens as More Die

Since the beginning of 
this year, deaths related 
to factory conditions 

has increased to a total of 
twenty-three.

In Milton, four deaths have 
been reported.

Doctors and physicians 
have concluded that most of 
these deaths are on account 
of what is called "fluff."

"Some folk have a great 
wheel at one end o' their 
carding rooms to make a 
draught," stated Bessy Hig-

gins, an employee of a local 
cotton mill.

"It'd supposed to carry off 
th' dust; but that wheel costs 
a deal o' money — five or six 
hundred pound, maybe, and 
brings in no profit; so it's but 
a few of th' masters as will put 
'em up."

Even with the growing 
number of fluff-related 
deaths in industrial areas, 
there are some factory work-
ers who do not necessarily 
want their working condi-

tions to be fixed.
"I've heard 'o men who 

didn't like working in plac-
es where there was a wheel, 
because they said as how it 
made 'em hungry, at after 
they'd been long used to 
swallowing fluff, to go with-
out it," Higgins said.

As an owner of the fac-
tory on Birmingham Road, 
James Gordon said, "We are 
not responsible to buy these 

Working conditions in the cotton mills remain poor as many factory owners refuse to purchase 
machines to combat the increasing rate of fluff-related deaths.
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The riot on Monday 
afternooon was in-
stigated by employ-

ees of Marlborough Mill 
who were angered by their 
consistently low wages.

"I dunno how they think 
that I can keep three peo-
ple — myself and my two 
daughters — on sixteen shil-
ling a week," Nicholas Hig-
gins, a former Marlborough 
Mill employee and special 
member of the Union said.

"These five or six masters 
who have set themselves 
again paying the wages 
they've been paying these 
two years past, and flourish-
ing upon, and getting richer 
upon. And now they come 
to us, and say we're to take 
less," he exclaimed. "Why 
are we to have less wage 
now than two year ago?"

Despite sharing the same 
anger and dissatisfcation with 
factory wages, there is a divide 
between the disenfranchised 
workers as not everyone can 
agree on how best to reach a 
solution to the problem.

"We appointed Higgins as 
a committee-man on this spe-
cial strike because we reckon 
him a deep chap, and true to 

th' backbone," said Arnold 
Matthews, the head of the 
Union. "They was supposed 
to hou'd together thick and 
thin, but above all there was 
to be no going again the law 
of the land."

According to Higgins, 
Monday's riot was escalated 
to its violent end by mem-
bers of the mob who felt that 
more action was needed.

Boucher, the master-
mind of Monday's riot, 
said, "Afore a fornight we'd 
ha' the masters coming 
a-begging to us to take back 
our work, at our own wage-
and the time was nearly 
up,-and there's my lile Jack 
lying a-bed, too weak to cry. 
Time was a-runnin' out, 
what was we to do but act?"

"You don' know what it 
mun be for me to have my 
work undone, and by such 
a fool as Boucher, who 
must needs go right again 
the orders of the Commit-
tee, and ruin th' strike, just 
as bad as if he was meant to 
be Judas," Higgins said.

"I was so mad las' night I 
even said I'd go and tell po-
lice where they might find 
th' ringleader o' th' riot.

"I wan' show the world that 
th' real leaders o' the strike 
were not such as Boucher, 
but steady thoughtful men; 
good hands, and good cit-
izens, who were friendly 
to law and judgement, and 
would uphold order; who 
only wanted their right wage 
and wouldn't work, even 
though they were starved, 
till they got 'em; but who 
would ne'er injure property 
or life," Higgins stated.

While the former em-
ployees of Marlborough 
Mill have been on strike, 
Thornton has hired Irish 
help to take up their work.

"It's irritated the Milton 
people excessively — as if 
he hadn't a right to get la-
bour where he could," said 
Fanny, an employee of 
the Thornton household. 
"The stupid wretches here 
wouldn't work for him; 
and now they've frightened 
these poor Irish starvelings 
so with their threats that we 
daren't let them out.

"Yesterday you could see 
them huddled in that top 
room of the mill because 

STRIKE LEADERS CONFLICTED ON 
HOW TO REACH SOLUTION
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