
In class final: 

1. What are the main branches we discussed in philosophy? How does 
perception relate to each? (5 pts) 

2. Describe Descartes’s wax experiment and it’s purpose. (4 pts) 
3. Phenomenology: 

A. According to Koffka, what is phenomenology and what is its role in 
philosophy of perception? (3 pts) 

B. Name three other philosophers of perception who emphasize and develop 
phenomenology in this sense. (3 pts) 

C. Phenomenologists emphasize the “situated” nature of perception. Discuss 
three ways in which perception is always situated. (6 pts) 

4. Molyneux’s question: 
A. Describe three different interpretations of the question (i.e., what is the 

question asking?). (3 pts) 
B. What was Molyneux’s answer and why? (4 pts) 
C. Describe either Evans’s or Gallagher’s answer and the reasons behind it. (4 

pts) 
5. What is intermodal communication and what is multimodal experience? (3 

pts) 
6. What does Prinz mean with his claim that attention accounts for 

consciousness? (4 pts) 
7. According to Haugeland, what is a transduction picture of intelligence? What 

is an embodied and embedded picture of intelligence? (6 pts) 
8. What is enactivism and what is sensorimotor perception? (4 pts) 
9. Name three ways that philosophy of perception interacts with empirical 

cognitive science. (3 pts) 
10. Out of everything we studied this semester: 

A. Which idea or author most influenced your own understanding of 
perception and why? (4 pts) 

B. Based on what we studied, what is the most important question(s) you 
think philosophers of perception ought to be trying to answer? (4 pts) 



11. What was Aristotle’s strategy for differentiating the senses (i.e., what 
distinguishes one sense from another)? Give an arguments that Matthew 
Nudds brings against this view. (10 pts) 

12. What is the overall framework that William Fish uses to describe and analyze 
a given theory of perception? (10 pts) 
A. Within this framework, give a very brief description of: 

i. Sense datum theories (5 pts) 
ii. Intentionalist theories (5 pts) 

iii. Disjunctivist theories (5 pts) 
B. Describe one of the major theories of perception that we studied (if you 

choose a theory from question 12, elaborate). As illustration, name at least 
one proponent of that theory from our readings and discuss how what we 
read from that author relates to the theory. Finally, state what you take the 
theory’s main strengths and weaknesses to be. (10 pts) 

C. What does the claim that perception is normative mean? Give an example 
of a possible normative element of perception. Discuss one of the theories 
of perception that could NOT support this claim and say why this is so. (10 
pts) 

Pick any explicit argument from one of our texts. Lay out the argument (premises 
and conclusion). Then criticize the argument - attacking/defending one of the 
premises or how those premises support the conclusion. (10 pts) 

	  


